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SAN_JUAN ERMITANO UNIT, 44TH REGT, 44TH DIV, HUNIZRS-ROTC
. RAE OF UNIr

PEDRO GABRIZE

UNIT COMMANDING OFFICER

N = SR T

2. Imablmhéns_mi‘icar o lptes -
or recognition dated 2 reb né A8 e W [ Sl SR

L 7 Jun 46 from Adevuss requesting the San Juan Er-

| m;ltano Unit be witl_\drawn from the files and be investigated B
i With the 44th Regt, 44th Div, Hunters-RoTC,

|_5. WNFC 1tr dtd 3 Mar 47 w/ltr dtd 16 Sep 46 from Adevoso, with-
: drawing request for recognition of all pending HUNTERS-ROTC

units. -
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; OFFIGE OF THE ASE1
QFTICE §

STIFF, G=3 HADLC OITE

ED RECORD 1

1
=3 File Fo. GSCP, : Date: 28 Peb 47

SIRJECT: Recognition Request for
: Pedro Oabriel, 1615 indalucia, Manila

ENCES

1_ Type of Copmunication
R g i ——

Rk U : t ARSI
syrbol onl;) BLEs / i CONCURRELGES s
1 -1 R TR I T O ) A -
GECPT s e e 'J
£ t : 7

OFFICER TAKING ACTION (and initinls}
Et Charles L Homewood ”

:
Foliey : NMen-Policy ¢ Tl
2 2 .-u)pro\-ar,
[File Symbol) {gfion]
10: 14 70!

T

MORAYDUN FOR RECORD

Col Gerald F Lillard:

Basic, ltr fr Pedro Gebriel, 1615 Andalucis, Men ila, to CO, PHILRYOOM,
requesting recgn of the San Juan Ermitanc Unit, Hunters ROTC.
y /-
Syt A
Lt Charles 1 Homewdod
1. Conewr: Maj G, H. Wemtmell
Chief, Unit Investigation Section

2. Conmour: Lt Col 2. J. Falos,
- Chief, Unit Branch

Authority |
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BEADGUARTRRS
PHILIPPINES-RYUXYUS COWHLED
QFYIOE OF THE OOMMANDING QENERAL

-ounmn/}rff“ 3 MAR 1947
;i,"'""""ﬁ

Manila, 7, 1,

Dear Ytr, Gabriel:

::wm:;ammumhmw
that Ermitano wwﬁ-u
h-mm ’;muﬂn{

nnnnmu-mﬁ-anwum
Higusl Vor RO, a wit of the
oo e of the wilitary servises
sclnovlsdgenent i
p,::nl-ikﬁl“'t“l-m.

This decision does not Ind for
umlwnuq:::-hmmmmmhm

s miu-unutm v
Sincerely,

R. E. CANTRELL
CAPTAIN, AGD

ABEISTANT ADRITANT GENERS

Col Gerald F Lillard:
Basio, 1tr fr Pedro Osbriel, 1615 lardls, to CG,

mwwdmmmn hﬂ,hﬂu

V.
L .t.l 7 -.p-if,p.ug-(-(-

1, Comewrr Maj G, N, Womtsell
Chief, Unit Tnvesticatden Geotisn

2, Conowr: Lt Ool 8, 7, Palos
Chief, Unit Dranch
| TDECLASSIFIED
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HUFTERS VETERAYS LECION
3615 Andelocin, Henlla

16 Septonber 1946

&'THILCT

&l of Unitst o
¢ AFWESFD Fi

2. Exceptiont to this request are tic ceses of tho "Bi-
surl Fighters® of the Patanes Isiinds, and, that of tha guer=
rilla casualties!.

3. Reguesi further that this be granted after the an-

% nouncement of officilal recognition of the "lst HFumters-ROTO
= Guerrills Cedrs Ragimenti” which includes most of the atriet-
= 1y deserving membera of =y unit,
b
H
o
&
= :
: s/ Terry "Magtangol® Adevoas
= t/ TEPRY MIACTANGOL® ADEVOSO
& M¥ajor, INF., 0-42308 Fi
4 Acting Lagion Commander
pe
a3
w
a
E
)

REFROCUCED:

28 Fab 47

preatt e )

- cert! L Tt
PROTIT0 CABLAO

1st Lt Inf AR &
Chief, Records Section
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HEADQUAL.. KRS, HUNTERS-ROTC GUEHRILLA-
1815 Andelucia st., Sta. Cruz, Memila“

E February 1946 |

Subject: Hecognition, Hequest for .'1
San Juan Ermitaio Unit
Hunters-EOTC Grlas.

To + The Commanding General, AFWESPAR
(Attn, of Chief, Grla Affrs Section)

1, Forwarding, herewith attach, roster and history
of the San Juen Ermitafic Unit, Hunters-ROTC, a unit under
this Commend, recommending approvel of the request for
recognition, whiech saild unit fully deserve.

2. The late submlssion of the roster and history of
this unit is due to the unavoidable circumstances met by
the unit commander who happened to be sick during the pe-
riod embraced in the da!dﬂm re the matter set by that
Command .

5. Request thet this be accepted and included with

the other units submitted Yyﬂqu_

ADEVOS0
Col{ PA O=-4EE0B
00,/ HUNTERS-ROTC _/}(
7




HUNIEERS R.0.T.0, GUERRILLAS
S48 JUAN EROTAR0 UHIT
44th. Regt, 44 Hunters uiv,

BUBJECT: Tistory of the Urganization and Acgount of
Activities of the 44th Regiment, 44 nunters
Ulvision, Hunters i.0.7.0. Guerrillas, Ban
Juan Ermitafio Unit, from the time of its or-
Eanization on 8 rebrusry 1944 up to ths pra-
senti,

o t The COMMANDING OFFICEH, Hunbers aesdgiarters.

48 pommanding officer of the San Juan Ermitsiio Unit,
1 have the honor to submit to this neadgusrters e history
of the organizstion snd an account of tae activitiss of
the agid unit from the time of its orgenization on B reb-
ruary 1944 up to the presant,

Beling the organizer snd ultimstely the commanding
offlcar of the Sen Jusn Ermitaflo Unit, I fesl it is but
Just and proper thet LI submit first my own personal his-
tory and gotivities before that of the unit,

Frior toe the cutbresk of the war of B Leoember 1941,
my family and 1 were residing in Marikins, Hizel. I wea
engaged in the business of supplying gravel snd sand to
varicus construction works. ln 1940, when thes Hiohols
Fleld and the uavite Nevy Yard were under gonstruction,

4 was under gontract with the u.8, Army and wavy Yo sup-
Ply the construetion work with gravel and sand. Even nf-
ter the Japenese heavy alr sttscks on manils, I kept on
meking deliveries of she much nesded sand for sandbrge

Lo the marsmen building st rort Area which was later used as
the Admiral's Office. But after 13 Decembar 1941, when
conditions basame worst and activities of sll sort same

to a stend atill, I settled dowm regretfully with my fa-
mily in our homwe town,

It was while in Marikina, Rizal, that I wes appoint-
ed Folles Patrol snd Voluntser Guard of the Sivilian E-
meTgency Administretion (CEA) in mccordence with Ereou-
tive Order Ho. B38. (Plesse refer to Lxhibit WAY attmeh-
ed hereto,) Before the Imperisl Japanese Farces finslly
euocesded in cooupying the ares, the Civilian EmsTgency
Administration and all ita units were disbended. The no-
tual cocupetion of Marikina took place on 82 Fanuary 1942,
Faced with no other altarnative I, together with my fami-
ly, within 4 rensonable time befors actusl oacupation by
enemy foroes, fled to the Antipolo mountein and stayed
there in domparstive sefety up to June of that yesr. Dur-
ing our hiding in the Antipolo mountain I succesded,sfter
exerting some effort in contacting the dimbanded Ameri-
oen goldiers from Infsnts, Tayabas, and from the oicol
reglons, who wers then making their wey under the most
hazardous eiroumstances to Hutaan via the Sierrs Madre
mountains, Enowing the predicament of theas straggling
dmerican moldiers, I took it upon mynelf the duty and pri-
vilege to give them all possible aid snd assistance with-
in %the limit of my rescurces. In eertpin onses I went fur-
ther and logked sround and trisd to got from pther willing
sources the mioh nesded food and other items of personsl
necensity which these Ameriosn soldisrs could not without
much diffioulty asgure in that very muoh seoluded place,

T T DECLASSIFIED
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48 these Americans did not know the intricscies of moun-
tain trails, I saw to it that they were provided with
relinble guides thersby emabling them to know the shortest
wny posnible to their place of destination, and save time
and sffort.

When I fled to the mountain I took with me the truck
which I was using in supplying sand and gravel as I have
alreandy atated. For sometime ] thought this truck wes sSagfe
and mecure in its place of hiding., Fossession of thia va-
luable family ssset was, however, wressted IrTom me when a
oonsidersble numbar of"ilakepilis", members of an organiza-
tion of Filipino traitors, osme along and threatened my
life if I did not consent to have the truck taken to town
and be offered to the Japanese Ogrriscon, so that it might
be used for facilitating movement of the enemies and their
gupplies., Under the circumstance I had no other recourse,
nor enybody else In my place, then to give up hope of re-
tpining the truck, With the truck my family and I were ta-
ken to town by the"Malkspilis" who presented the truck to
the commandesr of the Merikinm Japenese Garrison through
thelr interpreter named Takashasi.

Thia sot of utter disregard of proprietary rights of
Filipino oitizens which is amply secursd by thes funfament-
sl law, the slmost daily ocoumence of inhuman treastment
of Filipinos by the Japanese soldiers snd tha "Makapilis®,
and my unguestioned loyelty and allegisnce both to the
Commonwealth govarnment thst sought refuge in Washington
and to the government of the United Stetes of Amerisa, werse
the compelling force that drove me to Immediste sction. I
wasted no time in finding ways and means of making contact
with lesders of the underground movement.

It was not long after, when in Hovember 1942, I heard
that & guerrills unit was being organizedé in San Jusn, Ri-
zal, by a certain Ernesto Tupss. Trom Marikina I immediat-
aly proceeded to San Jusn snd succedded in having s first
meeting with the guerrilla leader. I was readily admitted
a mamber of the organizetion on 1 December 1942, The first
work gssigned to me wee to cempaign for membershlp and
counteract Japsnese propsgands. We were convinced of the
supoess of our drive by the remarkable ineresse in the re-
gistration of members. Unfortunstely for us and for the
cause we promiss to uphold, our lesder, Mr. Ernesto Tupas,
wag arrested four times for slleged guerrills sctivities.
Mthough lucky to escape confinement in the first three
instsneces, ha did not have the same luck in the foursh,
time that he wes arrested for then he was sentenced to fm-
prisoned and was, as & matter of fact, confined at !du.ncing-
lups Hilibid Prisons.

The fate that hes befallen our leader had ite adverse
effect on the morale of the organization, The growing cons-
sd=mticusnesa that we were being closely cbserved and sha=-
dowed by the "Mekepilis" and the Japanese Military lollee
and otier agents forced us to temporarily disband ourselves
a8 s matter of precsution.

In the meantime, urged hyistrong desire to do my bit
in siding the allied Cowes, I Enpt on lpoking ercund for
other underground units to which I gould possibly stisch
myself. In July 1943, it was my good fortune to meet one
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Amado "Bagiie™ Lakelnto, then a first sergeant in the
Hunters or [.0.T7.C. guerrilis, I immedistely enlisted
in his unit am & private. I was assigned to stay in the
town of Marikine to gather food supplies and other pro-
visions for the guerrillass of the unit., These supplles
w:rn generously contributed by the sympathetic townpeo-
Die.

Although our unit has slresdy moved to Llnfanta, Ta-
ysbas, following instructions, 1 stayed in Marikinas, In
Jonunry 1944, our unit raturned to Antipolo mountain ef-
tor soms mrt of reorgenization of the unit resulting in
the promotion of former sergeant Amado "Bagsie" Lakointo
to the rank of Wsjor. In recognition of past services ren-
dered, I was on 4 January 1944 promoted to rirst sergeant
Intalligence Unit. (Plesse refer to attached Exhibit "'B"I
1 sontinued with my auiémmnt in Merikinag and e5 a mem-
ber of the Intelligence Unit, my Jjob in pddition To the
prooursment of food supplies and other provisiona, was to
Teport all atroecities and other forms of fmaltreatment
comuitted by the .Ta%smuso and "Makspilis" in that tovm.
Leter, a supply unit was organized in Santo Hide, Mariki-
ne, snd I was designated to take charge of said unit.
|Piegse refer to Hxh. "O" attached herewlth.]

On 1 April 1944, I received"Specisl Grder" of the
following tenor: "Effective this dste, the followlng pro-
motion are hereby made in the Aizel Distriet Headquarters
of the i¥ield Commander, 'THE HUNDERS' to be third lieu-
tengnt FEDHO GABRIEL,."™ By virtue of the ssme Specisl Or-
der, I was deaignated Sommanding @fficer of the Bupply
Unit in Santo Niflo, marikine, Hizsl. (Please refer to
attsoned Exn. "DM.]

During the time I was iu,?giy 0fficer, I have fed and
given shelter in my own housefall the guerrillsa coming
from Malabon, Msnils, Farafia fie, and Mendaluyong, bound

Tor ouv Headgusrters'in the intipolo mountain. My mttach-
ment to the guerrillas and my activities as a member there-
of came to s point when concedlment wes never possible.
Constsnt contmot snd amsSsociation with almost countless
people to find out things we wanted to know and to get
things we then needad neceasarily sxposed me to the haz-
ard to whioh a guerrilla's life was subject. It was hard
then to escertain who of the many people 1 have contzoted
were with us in the opuse and who were not. Those who were
not with us must have plu{sﬂ tha tricik, And so the inevi-
toble came. A ted man I b and a ted man I re-
mained in SBan Juan, Hizal, the place I sougit as refuge.

pefore I left Marikina, for San Juan, Rizsl, I re-
ported to our Heedguarters at Antipolo mountain. There I
was informed of my promeotion to Second Lieutenant snd at
the same time designated as Organlzer Offiser of "LIMBAS
SRECTOR" in Ban Juan, Hizal. (Flense refer to attached
Exh. "E").

SHECTOR. & oer complianoe -
inatructions noocompanying my designation, I lmmediately
orgenized the Oubso, Eamuning, Tatalon, snd Salapeng Unita.
Even Pefore my deslgnetion as Organizer Officer, 1 had ml-
ready, though tentatively, formed these units as early as

8 Pebruary 1944, together with the Sen Jusn Ermitafo Unit.
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On 20 Seplember 19 WBE, OV i pivision
Speclal Order Ho. 45-b, mesignéd to the 44th Uivision,
4Th MD, and ingtructoed to be on duty ss vommander of SAN
JUMN SUFPLY UNIT, ddth Division. (Plesse refer to Rixh."i")

Following such instruction, I assumed command of my
unit, I ordersd =y men to gather whatever firearms and
ammunitions were available so that they could be deliversd
to our Headquartera in Antipolo for the lmmediate use of
our men. These firearns and ammunitions totaling 15 rifles,
S platols of 45 calibre, and about 4,000 rounds of smmuni-
tiona of different onlibers, ware taken from members snd
non-menbers of the erganization who were gble to conceal
them, In addition to these firesrms end smmunitions, my
:minlso succesded in securing a:out 500 aacks of Tioe

ur: the pariod f{ﬂm 20 Beptember 1944 up to the dey of
libeggtinn.arhe following su.g of money in ?apnnasa H'LL.-
tary notes were given to and received by Major Lrnesto
Tupas (who was reseued from the Muntinglups B111bB1d Pri-
sons by co-guerrillss) in the ampunt of =10,000.00 and
Yajor Dado Montes in the amount of ®15,000.00,

In Optober 1944, our unit, SBan Jusn Ermitafio Unit, took
oheTge of avacuatl en entire company of the General Ser-
vice Troupsv?ﬂ.ﬂ.'i‘?? of the FPhilippine Constabulary of the
puppet government, with gll their grms and equipments, These
conotebulery soldiers deserted their post and Jolned our
guerrilis unit in the Antipolo mﬂun\:a?ns. While in trensit
Trom thelr post to the Antipolo mountains, the San Jusn
Ermitailo Unit under my commsnd provifed them with the ne-
ogssary supply of rice, dried rish, snd monay, §

In November 1944, our first set back designed perhaps
%0 test the mettle of our men, the firmness of their resclve,
gnd the courage of their heart, came, AE was always poseible
the Japanese Kempels, through the instrumentelity of some
"Mekapilia™ rounded up our unit resulting in the srrest or
twenty meven of our men, who inevitsbly found thelr wey to
Fort Santisgo, Of this number all were tortured mod final-
axecuted sxespt four who, through Uivine help pnd will, esp
caped the gallows, In epite of this morsle-destroying ou-
sualties, the ramsining members of our unit did not Telter
in their firm resolve to earry on, This state of things may
be attributed firast, to the ever inorassing hetred to the
JTavanese and second, to the unswerving loyalty and devotion
to & csuse that is morse than worth snybody's life. At thia
time, &5 in times past, we were in possession of the know-
ledge of the tremendous advance made by the Allies in thin
theater of operation, It wes this knowledge that encouraged
every man in the unit to work harder than ever befors ea-—
peeially in the vital mnd very indispensable tasic of sscur=-
ing and meking avallable for the use of the #ifferent units
food supplies snd other provisions, I said vitsl and indis-
pensnble beosuse in those dark days of 1944, such items of
necssslty were as soarde and ag hard to ssoure as never be-
fore in the history of the country, ‘heres ware very wory
few aven ng the well-to-do who could, without detriment
to their vag part wltn weat would now be considered a
very trifling smount.And so, consldering this elrcoumstance,
our men have to double their afforts to get by whaotever
meens gnd st whatever - these items of necsssity.
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The Rigelde Trigger Unit of the R.0.%.C, msde con-
tmot with us and requestwed supplies. We wers able to give
them Japanese notes smounting to P40,000.00.

During the mwonths of December 1944 snd Jonupry 1945,
our line of communication with our Headguarters at Anti-
;::I.o was out due to the faet thet all way lesding %o it

our esctor becsme heavily guarded by Jepsnese sen-
tries, Nevertheless, we ocontinued with our intslligence
work taking note ns always of movements of enemy troobs

. in anticipation of s possible chenoe to relay the inform-
! ntion to our Headguarters so that it may in turn transmit
it to the command coneerned.

When,on 3 February 1945, the forpes of liberption
aterted entering Menile end the Jepsnese remaining gar-
risoms in the Uity commenced, presumably under orders from
their respective commanders, e to wipe out the oivilisn

opulstion snd destroy u:.vflian properties befors retraat-
Eng we srmed outsslives, and g8 en organizsd body sallied
zorth in defense of thésehelpless oivilisns, Our sctivities
then wers copfined im San Juan, Rizel, whers retresting
Japanese soldiers begun the msssaore of civilians irres-
pective of age or sex and whersver found. Not being able
to suffer peeing and witmessing such men's inhumenity to
men, we in our unit, after ocoupylng = ventage position

on 7 Februsry 1945, opened fire at & company of Japanese
soldiers at the San Jman new reservoir. In this enecuntar
ten of the men in our unit gellantly died in sction, They
were: Jesue Hepes, Eustsguio Oruz, Zecsriss Benedicto,
Francisco Dizon, Irenes Heyes, Frencisco Libits, Antonio
Libits, Torisno Mangshes, Sentos Mangahse, end one whose
name I no longer remember. This list of cssuplties hes
alreedy been duly recorded sné reported to our Hesdquartegs
snd forwerded to the ATWESFAC.

On 8 February 1945, our unit met the Americsn Firsy
Catralry Division nt Brosdway street, Hew Hanils, and guid-
ed them to the unmined rosds lesding to San Juan, Rizsl.
We joined the Amsricsn troops in the mopping up operation
in the town. From Ssn Juen we led the Americen moldiers fo
Kandsluyong and it was there that they instrueted us to re-
turn to San Juan. Upon resdhing Sen Juen, wa met The Homb
Dispobsl Unit of the Americen Firat Cavelry and alded them
in their job of locating and disposing off bembs and other
explosives by pointing &nd indicating to them the minea
planted by t.ga Japanese from ., Domingo strest to Finag-
lsbanen atreet end the White Cross bullding. From then on
we continued reporting to our Hesdqusrters which wes trans-
ferred to Tagaytay, Cavite, And there we resumed receiving
orders from time to time until the guestion of recognition
ofy + oeme up, Since then we held series of conferencas
where weys snd meens of having our unit recognized wers dis-
cussed, Henos, the present proceedings for recognition.

o
[
lat, Lisutenant

Commanding Officer
Ermitaio Unit

Regpeotfully submitteds:

Inols: Exhibits "a, B, 0, D, B, ¥."
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Oapt. Peltran becawe traitor and arrested weny of

cur.men end he weg alweys saying thet helwas goink
to oleem Yenile end Sen Juen of g1l E'vvill:a. Thig
rovort was given to Cavt, Reynalde 55111(\1.

o

Fub. I044 - Eneccunters ®ith Filipine I‘ilitc.:-:‘e."; Lo avoided
here in San Juen who were giving all detzils to .'.'a\,..,
Filitsery Toliceo of the sctivities of the mn
4nd on Feb, 28, I%44, my brother Lt. Oonru
end@intelligonco ofCorerel Feralts .ofthe Wi
arrested and tortured to death.

Var, 1944 -

11131 B -

Corpzchi Bekle, Fr.. A u‘, Tres Yer Ty
T3, Fopblid r.?(_- 1a Foes,; ¥o. INcee Lu:ta, ka. Me-
jandra v’dn. de Johmeon snd Vr. Calixto Tufizo.

Yey 71042 - Collect funde ard wodicinee for perscns in Lesunc.

Tono IT44 - Felf, Capt. Hoyntlio Pormal ard o <.: LT
. wanted by the J‘au.neae !Lili‘tn.ry Tolie¢ in hi
tut in 6. Tuefic St., Ban Juen, Rise.l aml reported all

BepTEde—ef—dlc Japonesc net

fert, eré y 2

Ccot, Ifés - It, Ernestc
Fornul-in ¢
Juen end lfauila for the \:umso of I-clning our com-
l.bd!.ﬂ in Iaguns. B ¥

Yov, TO44 - It, Ernesto Dstrella, Lt. .n.rssnlo I.Lna. s
Velentin and I secaped the .Ta)nene ¥ilitory:

when they znni‘l. ad Babrio 08, a1 My
weze then wented. Argenic Iong dnd ot
ded to L while Lt. to Eetrells =nd I
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